Antibodies for transplantation.
The use of antibodies in transplantation has become a clinical reality. Antibodies have been used to both dampen the recipient's immune response and to obscure the immunogenicity of the donor graft. Traditionally, antibodies have been administered to the transplant recipient to transiently inactivate the host's T cells, the lymphocytes responsible for recognizing and attacking foreign proteins, cells, and tissues. Antibodies can also be used to eliminate any highly immunogenic passenger cells from a donor graft prior to transplantation, and antibodies can mask or conceal antigens present on donor cells that might trigger rejection.